
Dear Sports Enthusiast,

FALL 2015

STATE REPRESENTATIVE Lynda Schlegel Culver Sportsmen’s 
Report

Thank you for being part of the sportsman and outdoor legacy in our great Commonwealth. Many 
exciting things are going on across Pennsylvania to increase opportunities and involvement in the 
great outdoors of Penn’s Woods.

We are fortunate to live in a place that offers such outstanding hunting and fishing opportunities. To 
preserve those opportunities for future generations, we all have a responsibility to respect our wildlife 
and natural resources, and to show our children and grandchildren the joys of the great outdoors. I am 
pleased to have the opportunity to research and vote on legislation that helps us meet those respon-
sibilities as well. 

This edition of Outdoor Sportsmen’s Report includes a legislative update, 2015-16 bag limits, and 
other news from the Pennsylvania Game Commission. I wish you the best of luck in your sporting ac-
tivities for the year, and I hope you find that this newsletter is helpful and informative.

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, please contact my office or visit my website 
www.LyndaCulver.com. It is always wonderful to hear from you.

Sincerely,

Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver
108th Legislative District

Tree Stand Safety Tips

By remembering these S.T.E.P.S. to tree stand safety, provided by the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission, you can reduce your risk of falling and be prepared to signal for 
help if you do fall.

• Safety harness or belt: Always wear a full-body safety harness whenever your feet 
leave the ground. 

• Tree stand maintenance: Check your stand for missing or broken parts before 
each use.

• Evaluate your stand site: Select trees that are alive and will support your weight. 
• Partners and plans: Hunt with a partner and have a plan in case of an emergency. 
• Signals: Carry a whistle or other signaling device should you need assistance.

Also, after you are secured in the stand, use a haul line to bring gear up to you. Make 
sure firearms are unloaded with the action open. 

For more tips on tree stand safety, watch the informational video available at www.
huntercourse.com/treestandsafety. 
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Additional information and research can be found at                

PA Game Commission  www.pgc.state.pa.us

 PA Fish and Boat Commission  www.fishandboat.com 

 PA DCNR  www.dcnr.state.pa.us 

SAVE THE DATE - NRA Beginner’s Handgun Certification Course

Saturday, June 11, 2016
Keystone Fish and Game Club, Fir Road, Shamokin Township

There is very limited availability for this class! If you would like to be added to the waiting list for 
this class or a future class, please call 570-286-5885, or toll-free at 1-800-924-9060.



Sign Up or Tell a Friend About My Sportmen’s Mailing List
If you are interested in receiving this sportsmen’s newsletter by email, or know a friend who wants to receive it, please 

provide your name, mailing address and email. You can either mail this to my office, or email the information to me at 
lculver@pahousegop.com. Your name will be added to the mailing list, or email list, allowing you to receive future updates 
on issues related to outdoor activities. 

Thank you for your interest and support! 

NAME: ____________________________________  _________________________________________________

STREET ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________________________________

CITY:  _______________________________________  STATE: _____________  ZIP: ______________________

PHONE: ___________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________________

 CHECK HERE FOR EMAIL ONLY.

Prevent Tick Bites: 
Stop the Spread of Lyme Disease

Lyme disease is a bacterial infection caused by the 
bite of an infected deer tick. Untreated Lyme can cause 
a number of health problems. Reducing exposure to 
ticks is the best defense against tick-borne illnesses like 
Lyme disease. While it is a good idea to take preventive 
measures against ticks year-round, it is important to be 
extra vigilant in warmer months when ticks are most 
active. Here are a few quick tips:

To prevent tick bites…
1. Wear insect repellent.
2. Check for ticks daily.
3. Shower soon after being outdoors.

If you get a tick bite…
1. Remove the tick as soon as possible with a fine-

tipped tweezer.
2. Clean the bite area and your hands with rubbing 

alcohol, iodine scrub or soap and water.
3. Call your doctor.  

Just a few decades ago, the bald eagle’s future looked bleak, but 
according to the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s (PGC) annual 
mid-year report on bald eagle nests statewide, the preliminary 
numbers represent an all-time high. So far this year, 277 bald 
eagle nests have been documented in Pennsylvania, with nesting 
eagles present in at least 58 of the state’s 67 counties.  

In 1983, when the PGC launched a seven-year reintroduction 
program, only three bald eagle pairs were nesting statewide. In 

2014 the PGC removed the bald eagle from the state’s list of threatened species.
More nests remain to be counted as the year goes on. To report a nest, contact the commission by emailing them at 

pgccomments@pa.gov, and use the words “Eagle Nest Information” in the subject field. Reports also can be phoned in to a 
Game Commission Region Office or the Harrisburg headquarters. The PGC urges all eagle nests be reported, even if they were 
reported in a previous year.

For more information on bald eagles and eagle-viewing etiquette, visit the PGC’s website, www.pgc.state.pa.us.

Clip and return in an envelope to Rep.  Lynda Schlegel Culver
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Pennsylvania Reports Record Number
 of Bald Eagle Nests

Survival Outlook Bleak for Grouse Chicks

The ruffed grouse, Pennsylvania’s official state bird, faces a high 
level of juvenile mortality. Factors impacting this mortality rate 
include several factors, some even before the chicks hatch.

According to the Pennsylvania Game Commission, the type of 
forest a hen lives in can greatly affect the fate of her offspring. In 
fact, hens that enter breeding season in poor conditions some-
times do not nest or produce fewer, low-quality eggs. Low-quality 
eggs can result in either no hatch or weak chicks. The likelihood 
that a Pennsylvania nest will produce one chick is approximately 
50 percent to 60 percent, with nest predators including raccoons, 
foxes, weasels, snakes and black bears.

Once a chick has successfully hatched, it faces other obstacles 
in its young life. A study of grouse in the Appalachian Mountains 
found that 78 percent of chick deaths occur during the first few 
weeks after hatching, which typically takes place in early June. 
Only one-third to one-half of all chicks survive their first week of 
life. Predators of chicks include both mammals and avian preda-
tors, but spring weather conditions and forest habitat also play 
an important role in their survival.

A management plan for ruffed grouse in Pennsylvania is cur-
rently in place to improve the bird’s habitat and increase the 
state’s grouse population.



2015-16 Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits

SQUIRRELS, Red, Gray, Black and Fox (Combined): Special season for eligible 
junior hunters, with or without required license, and mentored youth – Oct. 
10-16 (6 daily, 18 in possession limit after first day). 
SQUIRRELS, Red, Gray, Black and Fox (Combined): Oct. 17-Nov. 28; Dec. 14-
24 and Dec. 26-Feb. 29 (6 daily, 18 possession).
RUFFED GROUSE: Oct. 17-Nov. 28, Dec. 14-24 and Dec. 26-Jan. 23 (2 daily, 
6 possession).
RABBIT (Cottontail): Special season for eligible junior hunters, with or 
without required license - Oct. 10-17 (4 daily, 12 possession).
RABBIT (Cottontail): Oct. 24-Nov. 28, Dec. 14-24 and Dec. 26-Feb. 29 (4 daily, 
12 possession).
PHEASANT: Special season for eligible junior hunters, with or without 
required license – Oct. 10-17 (2 daily, 6 in possession). Male pheasants only 
in WMUs 2A, 2C, 4C, 4E, 5A and 5B. Male and female pheasants may be taken 
in all other WMUs. There is no open season for the taking of pheasants in 
any Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas in any WMU.
PHEASANT: Male only in WMUs 2A, 2C, 4C, 4E, 5A and 5B. Male and female 
may be taken in all other WMUs – Oct. 24-Nov. 28, Dec. 14-24 and Dec. 26-
Feb. 29 (2 daily, 6 in possession). There is no open season for the taking of 
pheasants in any Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas in any WMU.
BOBWHITE QUAIL: Oct. 24-Nov. 28 (4 daily, 12 possession). (Closed in 5A, 
open in all other WMUs.)
HARES (SNOWSHOE RABBITS) OR VARYING HARES: Dec. 26-Jan.1, in all 
WMUs except WMUs 3B, 3C and 3D, where season will run from Dec. 26-29 
(1 daily, 3 possession).
WOODCHUCKS (GROUNDHOGS): No closed season, except on Sundays 
and during the regular firearms deer seasons. No limit.
PORCUPINES: Sept. 1-March 31, except during overlap with the regular 
firearms deer season. (3 daily, season limit of 10).
CROWS: July 3-April 10, on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays only. No limit.
STARLINGS AND ENGLISH SPARROWS: No closed season, except during the 
antlered and antlerless deer season. No limit.
WILD TURKEY (Male or Female): WMU 1B – Oct. 31-Nov. 7 and Nov. 26-28; 
WMU 2B (Shotgun and bow and arrow) – Oct. 31-Nov. 20 and Nov. 26-28; 
WMUs 1A, 2A, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4B and 4D – Oct. 31-
Nov. 14 and Nov. 26-28; WMUs 2C, 4C and 4E – Oct. 31-Nov. 20  and Nov. 
26-28; WMU 5A – Nov. 5-7; WMUs 5B, 5C and 5D – CLOSED TO FALL TURKEY 
HUNTING.
SPRING GOBBLER (Bearded bird only): Special season for eligible junior 
hunters, with required license, and mentored youth – April 23, 2016. Only 1 
spring gobbler may be taken during this hunt.
SPRING GOBBLER (Bearded bird only): April 30-May 31, 2016. Daily limit 1, 
season limit 2. (Second spring gobbler may be only taken by persons who 
possess a valid special wild turkey license.) From April 30-May 14, legal 
hunting hours are one-half hour before sunrise until noon; from May 16-
31, legal hunting hours are one-half hour before sunrise until one-half hour 
after sunset.
BLACK BEAR (Statewide) Archery: Nov. 16-20. Only 1 bear may be taken 
during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (Statewide): Nov. 21-25. Only 1 bear may be taken during the 
license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 2C, 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E): Dec. 2-5. Only 1 bear may be 
taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 2B, 5B, 5C and 5D): Nov. 30-Dec. 12. Only 1 bear may 
be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D): Nov. 30-Dec. 5. Only 1 bear may be 
taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 2B, 5C and 5D) Archery: Sept. 19-Nov. 14. Only 1 bear 
may be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMU 5B) Archery: Oct. 3-Nov. 14. Only 1 bear may be taken 
during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 2B, 5B, 5C and 5D) Muzzleloader: Oct. 17-24. Only 1 
bear may be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 2B, 5B, 5C and 5D) Special Firearms: Oct. 22-24, for 
junior and senior license holders, disabled hunters with a permit to use a 
vehicle as a blind and resident active duty military.
ELK (Antlered or Antlerless): Nov. 2-7. Only one elk may be taken during the 
license year.
ELK, EXTENDED (Antlered and Antlerless): Nov. 9-14. Only one elk may be 
taken during the license year. Eligible elk license recipients who haven't 
harvested an elk by Nov. 8, in designated areas.
DEER, ARCHERY (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 2B, 5C and 5D: Sept. 
19- Nov. 28 and Dec. 26-Jan. 23. One antlerless deer with each required 
antlerless license. One antlered deer per hunting license year.
DEER, ARCHERY (Antlered and Antlerless) Statewide: Oct. 3-Nov. 14 and 
Dec. 26-Jan. 9. One antlered deer per hunting license year. One antlerless 
deer with each required antlerless license.

These are the seasons and bag limits for most hunting and trapping seasons from July 1, 2015, through June 30, 2016. 

DEER (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 2B, 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D: Nov. 30-Dec. 
12. One antlered deer per hunting license year. An antlerless deer with 
each required antlerless license.
DEER (Antlered Only) WMUs 1A, 1B, 2A, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A 3B, 3C, 3D, 
4A, 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E: Nov. 30-Dec. 4. One antlered deer per hunting license 
year. (Holders of valid DMAP antlerless deer permits may harvest antlerless 
deer on DMAP properties during this period.)
DEER (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 1A, 1B, 2A, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A 
3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D and 4E: Dec. 5-12. One antlered deer per hunting 
license year. An antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERLESS (Statewide): Oct. 22-24. Junior and Senior License 
Holders, Mentored Youth Permit Holders, Disabled Person Permit (to use a 
vehicle) Holders, and Pennsylvania residents serving on active duty in U.S. 
Armed Services or in the U.S. Coast Guard only, with required antlerless 
license. Also included are persons who have reached or will reach their 
65th birthday in the year of the application for a license and hold a valid 
adult license, or qualify for license and fee exemptions under section 2706. 
One antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERLESS MUZZLELOADER (Statewide): Oct. 17-24. An antlerless 
deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERED OR ANTLERLESS FLINTLOCK (Statewide): Dec. 26-Jan. 9. 
One antlered deer per hunting license year, or one antlerless deer and an 
additional antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERED OR ANTLERLESS FLINTLOCK (WMUs 2B, 5C, 5D): Dec. 26-
Jan. 23. One antlered deer per hunting license year, or one antlerless deer 
and an additional antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERLESS EXTENDED REGULAR FIREARMS: (Allegheny, Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties): Dec. 26-Jan. 
23. An antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ANTLERLESS (Military Bases): Hunting permitted on days established 
by the U.S. Department of the Army at Letterkenny Army Depot, Franklin 
County; New Cumberland Army Depot, York County; and Fort Detrick, 
Raven Rock Site, Adams County. An antlerless deer with each required 
antlerless license.

2015-16 FURBEARER HUNTING SEASONS
COYOTES: No closed season. Unlimited. Outside of any big game season 
(deer, bear, elk and turkey), coyotes may be taken with a hunting license 
or a furtaker license, and without wearing orange. During any big game 
season, coyotes may be taken while lawfully hunting big game or with a 
furtaker license.
RACCOONS and FOXES: Oct. 24-Feb. 20, unlimited.
OPOSSUM, STRIPED SKUNKS and WEASELS: No closed season, except 
Sundays. No limits.
BOBCAT (WMUs 2A, 2C, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4C, 4D and 4E): 
Jan. 16-Feb. 9. One bobcat per license year. Licensed furtakers may obtain 
one permit each.

2015-16 TRAPPING SEASONS
MINKS and MUSKRATS: Nov. 21-Jan. 10. Unlimited.
COYOTES, FOXES, OPOSSUMS, RACCOONS, STRIPED SKUNKS and WEASELS: 
Oct. 25-Feb. 21. No limit.
COYOTES and FOXES (Statewide) Cable Restraints: Dec. 26-Feb. 21. No limit. 
Participants must pass cable restraint certification course.
BEAVERS (Statewide): Dec. 26-March 31 (Limits vary depending on WMU).
BOBCATS (WMUs 2A, 2C, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4C, 4D and 4E): 
Dec. 19-Jan. 10.
One bobcat per license year. Licensed furtakers may obtain one permit 
each.
FISHERS (WMUs 1B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 2H, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4D and 4E): Dec. 
19-24. One fisher per license year. Licensed furtakers may obtain one 
permit each.
RIVER OTTERS (WMUs 3C and 3D): Feb. 21-23. One river otter per license 
year. Licensed furtakers may obtain one permit each.

2015-16 FALCONRY SEASONS
SQUIRRELS (combined), BOBWHITE QUAIL, RUFFED GROUSE, COTTONTAIL 
RABBITS, Sept. 1-March 31, 2016.
SNOWSHOE OR VARYING HARES, RINGNECK PHEASANTS (Male or Female 
combined): Sept. 1-March 31. Daily and Field Possession limits vary. 
(Migratory game bird seasons and bag limits for falconers will be set in 
accordance with federal regulations in August.)
No open season on other wild birds or mammals.
Waterfowl and Migratory Game Bird seasons to be established in 
accordance with federal regulations this summer.



District Office Services
My district office is here to help you. 
Services my staff and I provide include:
• Assistance with PennDOT paperwork. 
• Copies of birth and death certificates.
• PACE and PACENET applications for 

seniors.
• Property Tax and Rent Rebate 

applications.
• Voter registration forms and 

absentee ballot applications.
• State tax forms.
• Copies of legislation.
• Tours of the State Capitol.
• Referrals to agencies to resolve state-

related matters.

If you need help with any state-related 
matter, please call my district office.
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Decreasing the Impact of White-Nose Syndrome 
on Pennsylvania’s Bats

White-Nose Syndrome, which is estimated to have surfaced in 
Pennsylvania in 2008, began killing bats in 2009. This fungus thrives 
in the cooler months, when bats are hibernating, and it grows on the 
muzzles and wing membranes of affected bats. 

Although the fungus is not harmful to humans, it 
is linked to bat mortality. White-Nose Syndrome can 
cause the depletion of fat reserves in bats, which can 
impact their ability to fight infection and reproduce. 

The Pennsylvania Game Commission recommends 
that the public refrain from recreational caving 
during the hibernating season of bats (Oct. 1 – April 
30). 

Olympic Trap Shoot at Martz’s Game Farm

People from all around the world come to train at the shooting 
range at Martz’s Game Farm in Dalmatia. 

Events and tournaments are regularly held at the range. Annie 
Jardin, a New York native, was training for the 2016 Olympic Sum-
mer Olympics when we visited the farm back in 2013. Annie hopes 
to compete in the International Trap Shooting event in the Olympic 
Games next summer. Visit www.youtube.com/RepCulver to watch 
my legislative report featuring Martz’s Game Farm. 

Online Hunter-Trapper 
Education Classes Through the 

Pennsylvania Game Commission

Hunting season is officially underway, and 
for those planning to purchase their first hunt-
ing license this year, time is of the essence. All 
first-time license buyers in Pennsylvania are 
required first to successfully complete a basic 
Hunter-Trapper Education course. 

For anyone 16 years of age or older, the 
basic Hunter-Trapper Education course also 
is available to take online, and can be ac-
cessed at www.hunter-ed.com/pennsylva-
nia. There is a $19.50 fee to take the online 
course, which also takes about six hours to 
complete.


