
 

 

Natural Disasters Don’t Plan Ahead, But You Can 
By State Rep. Lynda Schlegel Culver (R-Northumberland/Snyder) 

 

As our nation comes together to help those impacted by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, officials in 
Pennsylvania are reminding residents that September is National Preparedness Month. Throughout 
the month, households, businesses and communities are encouraged to prepare and plan for 
emergencies. Well before emergencies strike, steps can be taken to prepare a family, school, workplace 
or community for any type of incident that would disrupt the day-to-day routine. 
 
Visit www.ReadyPA.org to find sample checklists, contact lists and other preparedness tools to take 
advantage of before an emergency of any kind occurs. In particular, people should think about loved ones 
who may have special needs that could inhibit their ability to help themselves.  
 
You can also take the ReadyPA Preparedness Pledge on the Ready PA website, which states that you 
will take the following steps:  

 Be informed about what kind of disasters might happen where you live, work or visit. 

 Be prepared and make a plan, including specific health and safety needs. 

 Be involved by spreading the word on social media. 
 
It is worth noting that just because our state wasn’t directly impacted by Harvey or Irma doesn’t mean 
Pennsylvanians were not involved in providing aid. PA Task Force One, Urban Search and Rescue Task 
Force personnel were sent to Alabama to coordinate with teams already working in Texas before the 
storm in Florida. Several members of the Pennsylvania Incident Management Team went to Florida when 
the U.S. Forest Service requested aid to help with debris cleanup and supervise saw crews. More than 
200 Pennsylvania National Guard troops were deployed to Texas to assist in recovery efforts. We thank 
all these men and women for their efforts in helping our southern neighbors during their time of need.  
 
Additionally, it was amazing to see the support our community provided to fellow Americans they have 
never met, and never will. Truckloads of essential goods were collected from our area and sent to those 
who lost everything in the storms. We are all in this together, and it was uplifting to see so many from our 
area set up these donation stations.  
 
This month, I encourage you to give some thought to what you, your family and/or your business would 
do in the event of a natural disaster. It is one of those plans that you hope you will never need to 
implement, but you will be thankful for your forethought if you do. Follow @ReadyPA on Twitter and like 
Be Ready PA on Facebook for additional tips and information.  
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http://www.readypa.org/
http://www.ready.pa.gov/BePrepared/Documents/Preparedness%20PledgeAction.pdf
https://twitter.com/ReadyPA
https://www.facebook.com/BeReadyPA

